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INTRODUCTION

Why is Tllinois called the Prairie State? Where is the prairie that once
gave our state its hickname? The truth is that in Illinois only 1/20,000t™" of
the original tallgrass prairie exists today in small remnhants around the
state. Summer and autumn are the seasons to View tallgrass prairies in
their greatest beauty and splendor. Autumn is a time of slowing down
for hature and winter preparatioh for all plants and anhimals. AsS well, it’s
the time when the prairie grasses are fully mature and towering over us
from seven to ten feet in height, suhflowers and asters in bright bloom,
and insects eagerly seeking sweet heCtar

OBJECTIVES

1. TO recoghize the major differences between prairie, woodland,
and wetland hative ecosystems of IIlinois.

2. To explaih the componhents Of g prairie Community and the
differences between prairie grasses and forbs.

3. To determine the basiC adaptations Of tallSrass prairie plants
which enable them to withstand the harsh temperatures
extremes on the prairie.

4. To better understand the history of 1llinois’ prairies and the
sighifiCance Of tallgrass prairie restoration.

5. To apprecCiate the beauty anhd uhiqueness of the endangered
tall8rass prairie ecosystem.

THIS PROGRAM HAS THE POTENTIAL TO MEET THESE ILLINCIS
LEARNING STANDARDES:

Learning Area Goal Standard Benchmark

Language Arts | ¢ A 1a, 1b, 23, 2b, 2C




Language Arts | ¢ B 1b, 2b
Science 1 A 1d, 2b, 2d
Science 1 B 1a, 1b, 2a, 2b
Science 12 A 13

Science 12 B 1a, 2b

Social Science | 16 A 1a, 1b, 1C, 2b, 2C
Social Science 16 C 13, 2b

Social Science |16 D 23, 2b

Social Science | 16 E 2b

gocial Science |17 A 13, 23

gocial Science |17 B 13, 1b, 2a, 2b
SUGGESTIONS FOR PRETRIP ACTIVITIES

1. Introduce students to ecologiCal systems throughout the world
in @ general Way that helps them to see that all ecosystems have
the same ma)or components anhd the differences in those
components is What gives us different ecosystems. Then
introduce the concept Of the tallgrass prairie with some rather
startling facts from the Nature Conservancy — Illinois, the
prairie State, once was the home to 22 million acCres Of prairie,
but how only 2200 acCres, Or .01% Of Original prairie remains.
Tallgrass prairie is considered one of the most endangered

ecosystems in the world.

2. Review plant parts anhd their functions with students as they
will be conducting detailed observations Of prairie grasses and
forbs. Ro0ts to take up water ahd hutrients from the Soil,
leaves to make food by photosynthesis, a stem to trahsport the
water ahd food, ahd flowers to attraCt pollinators and make

seeds for hew plants.

3. Enhance students observation sKills with the following activity
t0 help students be better haturalists when the come to see the
restored Qstermeier Prairie. (This activity is adapted from
Learning to LLook, [earnhing to See in Praject Wild
Environmental Education Curriculum Guide) Place 10 t0 15
natural objects arranged in artful manner on a table or desk.
Give the students a few minutes to observe them closely. Place
a Cloth sheet over the objecCts and ask the students to sketCh
and write the hame Of as mahy objects as they Cah remember.




When their lists and drawings are completed, have them turn
their papers over and remove the sheet. Now have them
observe again. Onh the back of the paper, ask them to list and
sketCh what they how observe. Begin a discussion with these
questions and others. TWhat items were most easily
remembered? WWhy? What objects were most frequently missed?
Why? What are good teCchnigues to improve observation skills
and visual memory?

4. Follow the above activity a few days later with anh outdoor
observational activity. Ask each child to individually choose a
stationary hatural object or area (tree, flower, grass playing
field, bushes, plants growing in the CraCks of the sidewalk, etC.)
in the schoolyard environment Or hearby heighborhood. Ask
them t0 spend 10 minutes recording everything they observe
using their senses. What do they see, hear, feel, and stell in the
surrounding environment of their Chosen hatural object or
area? When the students are back inside the Classroom,
generate a discussion about the importance of using all our
senses to become a better haturalist and observer of the
hatural world. Share lists and observations as time permits.

E E E

The field trip will begin with a brief introduction to [incoln Memorial
Garden in one of the Council Rings in the Garden. A haturalist will lead
a discussion about the history of the Garden and the Qstermeier Prairie
Center, a brief overview oOf grassland ecology as well as, the expectations
Of Visitors to the LMG’S protected nhative areas.

The students will be divided into small groups of 10 — 12 Children. During
the haturalist-led hike, the students will hike the trails Of the historiC
Garden to the Qstermeier Prairie cComparing and contrasting the
woodland ecosystem with the prairie ecosystem. Qnhce we reach the
restored prairie, we Will 0ok to the tips Of big bluestem grasses, down
the stems of goldenrod flowers for galls of wasps and moths to the dark,
rich soil Created by the tallgrass prairie. AS we hike through the
restored prairie community, there might be food webs and Chains to
notice as we |00k and listen for the anhimals who live ih or hear the
prairie. (Jnhique plant adaptations Of prairie grasses, wild flowers and
forbs survival modes will be studied. WWe’'ll hike back to the historical



Garden and the field trip will concClude in the Discovery Room Of the
Nature Center where students Will be able to explore exhibits and hands-
Oh aCtivities to learh more about the hatural world of central 1llinois.

SUGGESTIONS FORPOST TRIP ACTIVITIES

1. (Jse the novel, Litt/e House on the Prairie, or other hovels or
memoirs relating to life in Illinois in the 1800s tO |ead discussions
ahd research projects focusing on what settlers experienced
when they moved from wooded areas to the prairie.

2. AsSK eacCh student to research and the draw his/her favorite
prairie plant. Create a Class mural by asking students to cut out
their drawing and then glue to 3 large piece Oof mural paper.
Now, move on to animals of the prairie, assigning students
research and drawing again Of a chosen favorite. The collage
affect of the mural will how include anhimals glued to the
previously Created prairie plant background. Add additional
pieces as heeded or desired.

3. Write a Class poem Of how it felt to be on the prairie in the fall.
Have students Close their eyes ahd think baCk to what they felt,
heard, smelled, and saw at the Qstermeier Prairie. As the
students share their memories, write g piece of Ccollective
poetry to desCribe the sensory impaCt Of the field trip
experience.

4. IntroducCe the concepts Of tallgrass prairie restoration and land
management. Remind them againh Of the statistiCs about the
tallgrass prairie of Illinois — original prairie in Tllinois was over 22
million aCres; we have only 2,200 aCres remaining today. If the
students want their Children someday to experience the
tallgrass prairie, what efforts Cah they be involved inh to help
reestablish tallgrass prairie? EXplore statewide efforts to
inCrease hatural areas Of tallgrass prairie. Planh a service
project, if possible.
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