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INTRODUCTION

Spring is a time of continual growth and Change for plants and animals.
With changes every day as the Earth warms and wakes up, spring is such
an exciting season to explore ahimals in their hative habitats! Animal
Homes and Habitats is a field trip to Lincoln Memorial Garden that
inCreases students’ awareness Of the mahy wild animals in central 1llinois
hative habitats of woodlahd, wetlands, and prairie. We’'ll hike the trails to
nhatural communities and fihd evidence Of ahimals inh each habitat. Tt
might be our good fortunhe to find shakes Or turtles basking oh a sunny
trail after a long winter of hibernation. Bird songs, squirrel Chatter, and
insect buzzes most likely will Call for our attention. TAJe will search for
evidence of ahimal homes, food sources, Sighs of food Chains anhd food
webs, hew families, animal traCks, etC. There are mahy subtle clues to
help us learn more about the relationships between the flora and fauha
of Illinois as we travel through Lincoln Memorial Garden.

OBJECTIVES

1. To uhderstand the major Components Of a habitat — shelter,
water and food - are the same for all ahimals, even humans!

2. TO compare ahd contrast the differences of the habitats
aVvailable for animals in Lincoln Memorial GGarden within the
context Of our three ecosystems of woodland, wetland, and
grassland (prairie).

3. To describe similarities and differences between anhimal’s food
webs in each distinCt habitat or neighborhood in hature.



4. To explore and observe animals homes and signs, as well as, the
relationships with the plant communities in the woods, hear
water sources, and in the prairie.

5. TO deepen apprecCiation of central 1llinois hative species of
animals and their natural Communities ahd to learh better ways
t0 protecCt ahd provide homes for wild animals in Jllinois.

THIS PROGRAM HAS THE POTENTIAL TO MEET THE
FOLLOWING ILLINOIS LEARNING STANDARDS:

Learning Area Goal GStandard Benchmark
Language Arts | ¢ A 1a, 1b, 2a, 2b
Language Arts | ¢ B 1b, 2b
MathematicCs 6 D 1,2
Science 11 A 13, 1b, 2a, 2b
Science 12 A 13, 1b, 2a, 2b
Science 12 B 13, 1b, 2a, 2b
Science 12 E 1a, 1b, 2a, 2b
Social Science 16 E 1,24

GGE NS Fi A E

1. Introduce students to the diversity Of native animal life in
Tllinois. (Think small to inClude all invertebrates that Call
Lincoln Memorial Garden their home.) Check the Illihois
Department of Natural Resources website for free posters that
Cah be used to show many of the different Illinois fauna.

2. Brainstorm a list Of native animals with the children. ClasSify
them according to invertebrates and vertebrates. Then ClasSify
the vertebrates according to their family - fish, amphibian,
reptile, bird, ahd mammal. Ask each child to choose a favorite
ahimal to research and then share the report with the Class.

3. Read and share any of the books in the Resource List at the
end Of this teacher’s guide.

4. Play animal Charades with the Children to demonstrate the
diversity of movements of ahimals. Anhimal role playing Cah be
introduced to small Sroups Who Cah work together to become
ah animal with several parts or ah ahimal within its habitat.




E N OF LINCOLN ME GARDEN FIEL

The field trip will begin with a brief introduction to [incoln Memorial
Garden ih onhe of the CouncCil Rjngs of the GGarden. A nhaturalist will lead
a discussion about the history of the Garden, the expecCtations of
Visitors to the (Garden, ahd anh overview Of the hatural Communities to be
visited during the hike.

The students will be divided into small groups of 10 — 12 Children. During
the nhaturalist-led hike, the students Will Walk the Garden’s trails to Visit
woodland, wetland, and grassland communities as they search for sighs of
animals and their homes. TJe'll listen for the sounds of hative anhimals,
[0OK fOr those elusive ahimals, their homes, ahd Sighs of them in their
preferred habitats, Smell anhd touch the plants that provide an
abundance of food choices ahd home building materials as we move
Guietly and respectively through the hature sanctuary of the Garden
that the anhimals Call home.

SUGGESTIONS FOR POST TRIP ACTIVITIES

1. ASk each child to choose a favorite native ahimal. Have them
bring a shoebox or ahother small box from home ih which to
Create a diorama Of the habitat that the animal would live in
the wild. Create the anhimal with Clay, toothpiCks, etC. t0 make
a 3D ahimal to reside in its habitat.

2. Play the webbing game developed by Joseph Cornell in Sharing
Nature with Children. Create Cards With g piCture Of each
component Of the habitat — SOil, sunh, water, and plenty of
plants. Then, add ahimals specCific to the ecosystem in which
the habitat is found. (Wetland, woodlanhd or prairie if wanting
t0 just work with native Tllinois areas). Each child wears the
piCture with a Clothespin Clipping the piCcture to the front of
the child. The students stand in a CirCle. Starting with the sun,
pass a3 ball of twine or string to each child connecting him/her
with whatever they need or whatever heeds them. (Example —
sun to big bluestem grass, to grasshopper, to meadowlark bird
€0 prairie King shake to red tailed hawk, etC). Be certain all
Children are joined with string at the end of the webbing
activity. Some animals may heed to die, be composted, become
SOil ahd grow plants to keep the energy Flowing through the
food web.



3. Take 3 walk around the schoolyard or neighborhood to |00k for
Sighs Of anhimals and their homes in an area that has more human
involvement and interaction. Make a Venn diagram with Circles
Of the school area and LMG to determine what ahimals Can live
both in @ hatural area and a City wWithih the intersected space Of
the diagram. [Lead a discussion with the students oh how they
might improve the schoolyard and neighborhood to inCrease the
humber Of hative animals in the VicCinity.

4. Take actionh on the discussion mentioned above. Build
birdhouses, plant food sources for animals with flowers, shrubs,
and trees, establish bird baths ahd watering places, desigh a
butterfly garden, establish a bird feeding station, etC.

5. Read and share any of the books listed in the Resource List at
the end of this teacher’s guide.
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