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INTRODUCTION

Do you love birds? If you do, you’re hot alohe! Birds are SO fuh to wWatCh
in hature and you Canh find them on every continent. Why do birds have
feathers? Why do birds build nests? Why do some birds migrate and
others do not? What is the farthest a bird Can fly without refueling?
How do birds know where to go when they migrate? Why are there so
many adaptations in the world of birds? What stories do the beak and
feet tell about a bird’s life? What are birds saying with their songs and
Calls? These questions and more will be ahswered with the Amazing Birds
in-SChool program.

OBJECTIVES:

1. To ihtroduce students to the many amazing adaptations of birds
around the world.

2. To compare and contrast the Similarities and differences of hative
bird species in 1llinois.

3. To better unhderstand migration flyways and why some birds migrate
ahd some are year round residents.

4. TO encourage students to find wWays to Offer improvements to
habitats and bird feeding stations inCreasing healthy populations of
hative birds in central 1llinois.

5. To inCrease awareness and apprecCiation Of our feathered friends
and their hative ecosystems in Ilinois.



THIS PROGRAM HAS THE POTENTIAL TO MEET THE
FOLLOWING ILLINOIS STATE STANDARDS:

Learhing Area Goal Standard Benchmark
Language Arts | ¢ A 18, 1b, 23, 2b
Language Arts | ¢ B 1b. 2b

Science 1 A 1a, 1b, 23
Science 12 A 13, 1b, 2a. 2b
Science 12 B 1a, 1b, 2a, 2b, 3b
gocial Sciences | 16 A 1a, 2b

gocial Sciences |17 C 1a, 2a, 2C
SUGGESTIONS FOR PREPROGRAM ACTIVITIES

1. Take a walk around the schoolyard or heighborhood |ooKing for
signs of bird life. Even in the winter, birds are usually easy to
see anhd to hear. [LoOk for old bird nests, hoes in trees, bird
traCks in show, etC. When back in the Classroom, Create a Class
list or poem that represents “all things Bird” that were
discovered while outdoors hear the sChool.

2. After the walk and bird observations, brainstorm a list Of Ways
t0 improve the habitat and bird feeding opportunities for
feathered friends near the sChool.

3. Read anhy of the books recommended in the Resource List at
the end Of this Teacher’s Guide ahd share them with the Class.

¢. Collect pictures of birds from around the world. Create
matChing and/or sorting games to help students [earn to ClasSiFy
aViah friends according to beak, feet, food preference, Or
habitat.

E F E E

After g brief overview of Lincoln Memorial Garden and Nature Center’s
hative habitats for birds and Current winter bird feeding program, a
haturalist-led discussion about birds’ heeds, adaptations, similarities and
differences leads t0 a list Of questions about birds that the students
would like to Khow. These questions are addressed as students are
shown hative bird mounts, bird nests and eggs from the GGarden’s
educational permitted collection. Experiential Sames and activities help
children to |earh more gbout beak adaptations and food choices,




migration, flyways, wingspah, and wing beats while having funh ahd moving
about the Classroom. The presentation concludes with suggestions of
how to Create feeding stations £Or birds and other year round wildlife
residents in the backyard or schoolyard.

E F E

1. AsK students to bring ah empty milk Cartoh to SChoo| to
construct a Simple bird feeder. Hang the feeders in trees
around the sChool and observe birds that feed on the seed or
send the birdfeeders home with a small amount of birdseed for
each student to fill their birdfeeder with when hunhg at home.

2. Make birdfeeders from pinecones covered with peanhut butter
Or suet and rolled in birdseed. Hang these feeders from tree
branches and observe the birds that Come to feed. Make a
Chart to determine the most constant feeders.

3. ASK students to Choose a favorite bird to research, write
about, anhd illustrate. Take this Writing into fiction and ask the
students to Create a Story Of the bird’s life from egg in the nest
t0 adult. Encourage choices that inClude migration and address
the many different adaptations of bird species.

¢. Read and share any of the books included in the Resource List
at the end oOf this TeacCher’s Guide.

5. Schedule a field trip to Lincoln Memorial Garden or another
hatural area to hike and to observe winter bird life in the wild.
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