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INTRODUCTION

AsS show and ice melt and the Earth warms, early spring awakens in the
woods. [L,ong before green [eaves uhfurl on the trees, wildflowers seem
t0 Spring from the warming ground among the leaf litter and animal
activity stirs throughout the woodlanhd. Just when it seems that winter
is going to |ast lonhger thah it should, this puppet show reminds us that
the Earth is awakening to spring as it does every year. [Migration,
hibernhation, dormancy, foods and homes of nhative ahimals are introduced
through discussion and the puppet show.

OBJECTIVES:

1. To better understand heeds Of animals in the native Jllinois
woodland habitat, especCially during the very last days of winter ahd
the early first days Of spring.

2. To learnh about plants and animals ready themselves for springtime
in the woods.

3. TO encourage ah apprecCiation of hature during all seasons.

4. To gaih more kKnowledge about hative 1Ilinois mammals.

THIS PROGRAM HAS THE POTENTIAL TO MEET THE
FOLLOWING ILLINOIS LEARNING STANDARDS:

Learning Area Goal Standard Benchmark
Language Arts | ¢ A 13, 1b

B 1b
Mathematics 10 A 1b




Science 11 A 13, 1b
12 A 13, 1b
B 1a, 1b
E 1b
SUGGESTIONS FOR PRE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

1. Guide a discussion to make a list Of ways that we prepare for spring.
(Clothing changes, food choices of fresh plants, warmer weather
outside and less heed for heated buildings and vehicles, outdoor
activities change from ice skating and skiing to spring walks and
eventually swimming).

2. Take a walk around the schoolyard to |00OK for evidence of ahimal
homes and animals awakening to spring. Listen for returning bird
calls, 0ok for the building of bird nests, inseCt acCtivity, young green
plants, and animal traCks in the mud, smell warming wet earth, etC.

3. Encourage the children to make a Collage Or a drawing Of the early
Sighs Of spring that they observed using their senses while on their
spring walk.

¢. After the Class discussion of humah heeds and about the changes
with the upcoming spring season, lead anhother disCussion of the ways
in which animals and plants have basiC needs that remain the Ssame
(water, food, shelter and space), but these needs are met in different
ways with the Change of each season.

E N OF LINCOLN ME GARDEN IN-SCHOOL
PROGRAM

The in-sChool program begins with a brief introduction of [incoln
Memorial Garden through a discussion of the painted scene of the
puppet stage that depicts [LMG in the early springtime. Conhcepts Of
changes in the seasons and corresponding Changes of ahimal and plant
lives due to seasohal Changes are introduced and discussed.

The puppet show introduces the Children to hative 1llinois mammals who
inhabit the woodlands and tells a Story Of how each ohe awakens from
the cold and quiet |ife of winter to ready for springtime. Concepts of
hibernhation, dormancy, and migration are presented ih 3 humorous, yet
facCtual way. Following the puppet show, ahimal pelts, bones, and other
hature-related objects are shared with the children.




E F E

1. Create a puppet stage for the Classroom, make or order a few
puppets, and give the children the opportunity to reenacCt the
Awakening to Spring puppet show they watched.

2. Reinforce the concepts of mammals and their CharaCteristiCs by
Collecting mahy piCtures of mammals from around the world.
Enhcourage the Children to observe the similarities, then the
differences. Allow them to Create through artwork, their favorite
mammal.

3. Collect pictures of woodland anhimal homes, burrows, and nests.
Find pictures that show ahimal babies and how they are raised in
their different Kinds of ahimal homes. [Lead a discussion of
springtime as the season of the year when babies on the hatural
world are born. Make pictures ahd/Or art projects Of different
Kinds Of springtime animal baby homes.

4. Read any of the books included in the Resource List. ACt them
out Or make them into puppet Shows for reinforcement Of
learning.

E E : E
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